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wretched appearance. They bought him linen and suits, and
asked Dr. Riesenkampf to stay in Dostoevsky's apartment in
order to supervise his expenditures. Riesenkampf agreed to
do this.
This association, however, did not help to balance Feodor's
budget. Whenever a seedy-looking patient came to visit the
doctor, Dostoevsky drew him into a corner, questioned him
about the details of his intimate life, and rewarded him with
money for his frankness. Riesenkampf wrote to Mikhail, "He
is constantly poor while his entourage lives in clover. They
are pitilessly stripping him clean."
One day Dostoevsky entered the doctor's room and said
with confidence, "I just received a thousand rubles from
Moscow." The next day he came again, and humbly asked
his friend to lend him five rubles. He had lost part of his
thousand at billiards and the rest had been stolen from him
by a tailor.
Some time later, not a bit discouraged, Feodor befriended
a man of German origin and an obvious failure. He invited
him for dinner and tea and questioned him, taking notes, all
against payment, of course. The prudent Riesenkampf was
in despair, but a new remittance of a thousand rubles came
just at the right moment. Overjoyed by this turn of fortune,
Dostoevsky ordered a dinner at Dominique's. After dinner
he agreed to play one game of dominoes with one of the
habitues of the establishment. He played twenty-five games
and lost the rubles down to the last kopek.
All these indiscretions forced Feodor to take loans at
usurious rates of interest, to live on bread and milk, and to
give up all entertainment. Nevertheless, he succeeded in pass-
ing his final examinations, and in. August, 1843, was listed